
A H O J 
A PUBLICATION OF 

HOTEL JOSEF PRAGUE

J
O

S
E

F
 

S
P

E
C

I
A

L
S

Č E Z E T A  5 0 6

J O S E F  B A K E R Y

E V A  J I Ř I Č N Á

L U K Á Š  Z A S P A L 

J O S E F  L O V E S

I S S U E  0 1
S P R I N G / S U M M E R 
2 0 1 9

A

O

H

J



AHOJ  PAGE  02

Exploring Prague on the Čezeta 506

Some 120.000 

models were produced 

in the ’50s and ’60s.

Cosmic beginnings

Manufactured in Czechoslovakia from 1957 to 
1964 the Čezeta 501, a feat of aerodynamics, 
emerged at the height of the space age when 
Czechoslovakia was one of the world’s top 
producers of motorcycles. 

Motorcycle racer and engineer Jaroslav Fran-
tišek Koch designed the fi rst Čezeta for the 
Česká Zbrojovka company, better known as 
ČZ, in the South Bohemian town of Strakoni-
ce. Its radical rocket design with the fuel-tank 
integrated into the mudguard gave the motor-
cycle its distinctive snout and affectionate 
moniker: “the Pig”.

The Communist Vespa

Koch’s “Communist‘s Vespa” quickly shot to 
worldwide fame. An icon of the Brussels Style 
and a rare example of a luxury product from 
a communist country, the company produced 
and exported some 120.000 models in the ’50s 
and ’60s (despite the fact that the 501 was 
twice as expensive as a Vespa!). 

Nowhere was the Čezeta more popular than in 
the Soviet bloc, where it came into vogue with 
rebellious young Czechoslovak couples at-
tracted to the instant freedom such a vehicle 
offered in a Cold War-era defi ned by borders 
and walls.

Because good things 
should continue

Motorcycle madness began to wane with the 
rise of the auto industry and Čezeta lost its 
share of the motorcycle market in the 1970s. 
Despite a failed attempt by an Italian company 

For young 
and rebellious 
Czechoslovaks, 
Čezeta meant instant 
freedom.

For young 

Čezeta meant instant 

The Čezeta scooter rocketed onto the scene in the ’60s, 

now it‘s back – and has gone electric.
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to revive the brand in the ’90s, vintage Čezeta 
motorbikes became coveted collectors items. 

But in 2018, the 60th anniversary of the origi-
nal Čezeta, British tech entrepreneur Neil Ea-
monn Smith kick-started the Pig’s comeback, 
re-envisioning it as a beautifully-engineered 
next-generation luxury scooter powered by 
electricity. 

“My reasons for developing the Type 506 were 
both from the head and heart: a fascination 
with the sculptural artistry of the Čezeta 
design, but also the appeal of Čezeta‘s high 
quality production and technological de-
velopment...bringing back these concepts is 

more important than ever for a sustainable            
future,” says Smith. Which is all well and good 
but how does the new Pig ride?  In early re-
views, Electric Motorcycles News praised the 
506’s “speed, exceptional control in all riding 
conditions, built-in charger, and automated 
functions for an effortlessly addictive motor-
cycle.”

A new era, 
a Josef special edition

It isn’t just the experts who are smitten with 
Smith’s creation. Since two shiny new electric 
models arrived in the Josef lobby in June 
2018, guests have taken them out for an esti-

mated 120 individual rides across the ancient 
cobblestones and narrow lanes of Prague for 
a total distance of some 3.000 km.

Josef General Manager Manfred Tobolka saw 
the perfect partner in the company from the 
start. The hotel’s custom scooters – com-
plete with signature pink-and-white bodies, 
personalized embroidered seats, and highly 
Instagrammable hot-pink helmets – were 
among the fi rst off the production line. 

“We wanted to provide our guests with a dif-
ferent means for discovering Prague, ideally 
something with a local tradition to promote 
Czech architecture, design, and art, which 

is what the Josef brand is all about. Čezeta 
embodies all of that,” he says. 

The scooters, available for complimentary 
rental during the spring and summer months, 
continue to prove a hit with eager guests, 
many of whom opt to enrich their excursions 
with a to-go picnic prepared by the hotel and 
courtesy online map accessed via Wi-fi  router.

Of the vintage scooters’ popularity among 
Josef visitors, Mr. Tobolka isn’t surprised: “I 
think the Josef guest is someone who loves 
design and craftsmanship, who isn’t afraid to 
be different or edgy and set the trends,” he 
enthuses.

Ready to take a Josef Čezeta out for a spin? 
Head to reception with your driver’s license...
and sense of adventure!

Range

UP TO 200 KM

Maximum Speed

90 KM/HOUR

Number of Passengers

2

Driver’s License

TYPE A1/A/B

Minimum Age

18

Charge

FREE (3H)

Extra

PICNIC BUNDLE

Fun fact: The Čezeta 506 project benefi ted from 
the biggest Czech crowdfunding campaign ever 
with capital raised for marketing and further 
production in just 10 days. 
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is documented as early as the 13th 
century, and whose production can be 
tasted in the monastery even today.

Cubist Villas
At the foot of Vyšehrad, you’ll disco-
ver the beauty of Czech architectural 
Cubism immortalized in the crystal-
line forms of the Kovařovic Villa and 
other buildings. Cubism in architec-
ture – thoroughly Czech, peculiar, 
new and fresh. 

famous Eiffel Tower in Paris! After 
having conquered the 299 steps, a 
breathtaking view will open out for 
you over the panorama of the city 
with its abundance of spires, chim-
neys and the spectacular facades of 
Baroque palaces.

Břevnov Monastery
The monastery was founded in 993 
AD, a fi ne example of High Baroque 
architecture. It is also known for 
its brewery, the existence of which 

Strahov Monastery 
The elegant spires of the basilica, the 
wonderful period library, the price-
less pictures in the gallery and a fi lm 
set for Hollywood blockbusters – this 
is Prague’s Strahov Monastery, one 
of the oldest Premonstratensian 
monasteries still in existence in the 
world.
 
Petřín Tower 
Set out for the top of Petřín with its 
elegant lookout tower inspired by the 

Take the Čezeta 506 Tour
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20 Vyšehrad Fort 
Discover the beginnings of Czech sta-
tehood at Vyšehrad. A site standing as 
a memorial to Czech history, shrouded 
in legends and myths old as the nation 
itself, the seat of the mythical Přemysl 
princes, the last resting place of the 
most eminent of Czech artists and one 
of the symbols of Czech statehood.

Grébovka Park and Vineyard 
This park, inspired by the Italian 
Renaissance, has fountains and water 

Discover Prague 
from the seat of 
a Czech classic.
Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague Discover Prague 
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18

28

DOX Centre 
for Contemporary Art
This multifunctional space for pre-
senting international and Czech art, 
architecture and design is located in 
Prague’s Holešovice district, in a reno-
vated complex of industrial buildings 
from the 19th century. Check out the 
wooden zeppelin on the roof!

Tricafe 
Visiting Tricafe is like visiting an old 
friend: expect a homey feel, a great 

mill wheel from the 15th century 
former Grand Priory Mill, is one of the 
most romantic and picturesque places 
in the city.

Stromovka Park 
This large green oasis in the middle 
of town trees, charming ponds and 
grassy lawns making it an ideal place 
for picnics, walks and relaxation all. 
It originated in the 13th century as a 
game reserve. A sort of Prague Hyde 
Park.

cascades, lakes, pavilions, statues and 
a charming grotto, as well as a unique 
view of the city. The charming Vineyard 
Gazebo surrounded by large vineyards 
and the Grébovka Pavilion garden café, 
with its unique replica of the original 
historic bowling alley from the 1870s, 
offer pleasant places to sit.

Kampa Island 
This park, an island between the 
Vltava River and its artifi cial channel, 
Čertovka, where you will spot a huge    

For more information ask your Concierge or visit:
H O T E L J O S E F. C O M / C E Z E T A
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33

43

30

35 cup of coffee and delicious cake. A 
perfect escape for when you fi nd your-
self trapped by the crowds around the 
Charles Bridge area in the Old Town.

Místo 
Few cafés in Prague offer such 
complete service as the snazzy Místo 
– here, premium coffee is served in a 
spacious modern interior alongside 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and weekend 
brunch.

33

43
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SEE

1 Hotel Josef 
2 Old Town Square
3 Old Jewish Cemetery
4 Rudolfi num Gallery and Concert Hall
5 Klementinum 
6 Charles Bridge
7 Prague’s Venice
8 St. Nicholas Church
10 Prague Castle
12 Strahov Monastery
13 Petřín Tower
14 Strahov Stadium
17 Břevnov Monastery
18 Lesser Town Cemetery
19 Cubist Villas
20 Vyšehrad Fort
22 Žižkov TV Tower
24 National Museum
25 Wenceslas Square
26 Dancing House
27 National Theatre
34 National Gallery – Trade Fair Palace
35 DOX Centre for Contemporary Art

EAT

37 Brasserie Maximilian Hotel
38 onesip coffee
39 Café Letka
40 Cobra
41  Ema Espresso Bar
42  Eska
43  Tricafe
44  SmetanaQ Café & Bistro
45  Café Savoy
46  Café Lounge
47  Místo

RELAX

9 Wallenstein Garden
11 Royal Gardens
15 Ladronka Park
16 Star Summer Palace and Game Reserve
21 Grébovka Park and Vineyard
23 Rieger Gardens
28 Slovanský Island (Žofín)
29  Střelecký Island
30 Kampa Island
31 Petřín Hill and Gardens
32 Letná Park
33 Stromovka Park
36  Prague ZOO

35

21
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1960. ČEZETA-502
The second generation keeps the original 
looks but introduces many technical in-
novations, including a starter motor. The 
original design of the Čezeta was unique 
amongst scooters. It was unusually long 
for a two-wheeled vehicle at 2 metres 
and had a distinctive torpedo-shaped 
body with full-length running boards and 
a long seat that could be lifted to reveal 
a substantial luggage compartment, 
utilizing space that in most scooters was 
occupied by the fuel tank.

1957. ČEZETA-501
The very fi rst Čezeta model is born. 
Recognizable for its chic aerodynamic 
look, its style captured the excitement 
of Sputnik, Gagarin, and all the starry 
wonders of the 1950s. Here in Prague, it 
was given its nickname “The Pig”, a fair 
comparison to the other popular scooter 
of the time, the little Vespa, or “wasp”.

1962. ČEZETA 505
The Čezeta “rickshaw” was an enduring 
curiosity for farm workers, and to this 
day it remains a valued collector motor-
cycle. It was made in two versions: with 
open and covered cargo hold. 

occupied by the fuel tank.

How to Book a Čezeta

NO CHARGE

FOR GUESTS ONLY
If you book with us directly, our Čezetas are yours, 
free of charge! Get in touch with the Concierge to 
book your ride.

180 MIN PICNIC BASKET

PICNIC BREAK
Why not take our Čezeta for a spin with a stylish 
picnic break in one of Prague's many parks? Book 
your picnic basket at the Concierge.

25 EUR BE A PART OF IT!

ČEZETA GALLERY
Every Čezeta comes with an instant camera. 
Capture your adventure and share your pictures 
with other guests in our Čezeta gallery and on our 
Instagram @hotel_josef_cezeta

Čezetas are available to borrow in three-hour 
time slots throughout the day. Your fi rst three 
hours are free of charge; helmets and friendly 
demo on how to operate the scooter are provi-
ded by a member of our staff.

We’ve also mapped out several scenic routes, 
which can be accessed via online maps cour-
tesy of our WiFi router, to help you navigate 
the city with ease. 

Our suggested route takes about 2-3 hours, 
even with a few stops along the way, however, 
you are free to roam the streets of Prague as 
you wish!

Should you wish to stop for a picnic in one of 
Prague’s famed green spaces, we can prepare 
a special picnic basket for you. Please order a 
day prior to your planned journey. The basket 
is not included in the basic package and is 
provided for an extra charge.

As an added bonus, we’ll give you an instant 
camera for taking pictures along the way. 
Once you’re back, we ask that you kindly 
share three images with us for placement in 
our special Čezeta gallery located in the lobby 
hallway. Doing so will help us pique interest 
and inspire other guests’ Prague adventures.

And remember:
Our staff is always ready to assist you with any 
special requests. Enjoy the ride!

Ready to go take one of our 

Čezetas for a ride? Simply head 

to our Concierge desk with your 

driver΄s license and we΄ll take 

care of the rest.

2018. ČEZETA 506
The legend is reborn, and better than 
ever. Uncompromised design combi-
ned with smart technology. The latest 
version is electric – as a matter of fact, it 
is the fi rst offi cial Czech-made elect-
ric motorcycle. Using state-of-the-art 
technology, and still manufactured in the 
Czech Republic, each Čezeta is custom 
made to order. No mass production, just 
originals.

Disclaimer: Riding the Čezeta 
will make you look dangerously 
cool and attractive. Don´t say 
we didń t warn you!

!

For more information ask your Concierge or visit:
H O T E L J O S E F. C O M / C E Z E T A
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 M  H  C  O  TCLASSIC 
RUSTIC BREAD
A classic white bread made with 
local fl our, its crunchy exterior 
gives way to a soft, chewy inside. 
Ideal for toasting.

OLIVE BREAD

Made from wholegrain fl our, 
fl avoured with marinated olives 
and thyme.

TOMATO BREAD

Made of whole-grain wheat fl our, 
fl ecked with pieces of sun-dried 
tomatoes and a special mix of 
Provencal herbs.

MULTIGRAIN 
HALF-RYE BREAD
Made of a special fl our mix, 
that was exclusively developed 
for Josef. Fluffy in texture and 
contains plenty of healthy add-
ins: sunfl ower, corn, linen and 
sesame. 

HALF-DARK BREAD 
WITH DATES
Sweet bread made with dates or 
dried prunes – which add a nice 

rich dark colour. Perfect with 
just butter, nothing else is needed 
to enjoy its special full fl avour.

 C

Introducing Josef΄s gourmet gem: our very own authentic French bakery. When we say 

we have the best breads in Prague, don t́ take our word for it – come try them for yourself!

Behind the Scenes at the Josef Bakery

Meet the Breadwinners
Always fresh
Always tasty
Always there

A selection of our 
favourites, we always 
want to surprise 

you with our weekly 
specials. Don't they 
look delectable?
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Behind the Scenes at the Josef Bakery
Tucked away in the restaurant of Hotel Josef, 
the Josef bakery is a diminuitive space serving 
French pastries and breads of monumental 
authenticity. 

Since its inception several years ago the of-
ferings have gotten better and better. Buttery 
French croissants, perfected by local bakers, 
and rainbow-hued macarons which guests 
fi nd in-room upon their arrival—blink and you 
might just be in a patisserie in the 1st arron-
dissement, not the heart of Central Europe.

Pastry love from Paris to Prague 
via London

Hotel Josef general manager Manfred Tobolka 
envisioned just such a place when he establis-
hed the hotel bakery six years ago, importing, 
ingredients, equipment, and even a professio-
nal French baker.

“It all started when myself and Mr. Ploberger 
[the owner of Hotel Josef] met a French baker 
from Shanghai in London in 2010, who was 
there to buy a fl our grinder to grind his own 
fl our in Shanghai,” says Mr. Tobolka. 

CROISSANTS
3.000
per month

Close your eyes and you could be in Paris, not the heart of Central Europe: that’s just how 

good our croissants are. Supported by a line up of innovative breads, rainbow-hued macarons 

and delicate cakes, here’s the story of how our in-house bakery came to be.

We couldn't fi nd a decent 
croissant in Prague. So we 
decided to make our own. 
Paris in Prague, only at Josef.
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Seeing just how far people would travel in the 
name of authenticity inspired the duo to toy 
with the idea of opening a bakery on one of 
their properties that would use only the best 
ingredients. 

“With the help of the great chef Nima Hem-
mat-Azad, who set up and ran the bakery in 
the beginning, we opened at Hotel Josef in 
2013,” says Mr. Tobolka.

But while the original inspiration for the pro-
ject was French, “golden Czech hands” have 
since developed the Josef Bakery’s signature 
pastry, a light and fl aky, melt-in-your-mouth 
croissant that is made fresh daily for the 
hotel’s gourmet breakfast buffet.

Ooh-la-la! Macarons, 
baguettes, and more

Having perfected their recipes, Bara’s team 
now rises at 5:30 a.m. every morning to cut 
and fold up to 100 croissants a day, baking as 
many as 3.000 croissants per month during 
the high season. (That’s 354 blocks of butter, 
2.775 kilos of fl our – roughly 2 tons – and 
67.860 eggs used annually in the bakery)

Josef bakers are also tasked with making 
dainty French macarons. The sweet meringue 
– based confection with an imperial pedigree 
– they were fi rst made during the Renaissance 
for queen Catherine De Medici – can be found 
in each room as well as at the bar. While 
these vividly colored cookies may appear to 
be conjured from air, they are one of the most 
time-consuming treats to produce, says Bara.

Guests to the hotel can also look forward to 
an array of breads – a special house dark bre-
ad is a favorite – which meld Czech tradition 
with French boulangerie. From raw beetroot, 
dates, fi gs, and dried fruits to a decidedly 
middle European, though no less delicious, 
combination of cabbage potatoes, and onions, 
the bakery’s innovative loaves incorporate 
local ingredients and plenty of imagination. 

Bara Kaninová, Josef head baker, started her 
career at Prague’s glamorous Café Slavia, 
honing her craft on the classic Czech strudels 
and tarts that were once a favorite of Slavia 
regulars like the late Czech president Václav 
Havel.

In search of
croissant perfection

Bara’s fi rst task upon arrival at Hotel Josef 
was no small challenge: to create a croissant 
that could be made in a Prague bakery while 
still tasting authentically French. 

“We had the original recipes from the French 
baker which we initially used,” says Bara. “We 
kept reworking them and just using trial and 
error until we hit upon something that we 
thought was really special.”

The small team of bakers discovered, for 
instance, that French fl our worked better than 
Czech fl our for its fi ner texture and gluten 
levels. Czech butter, however, seemed to im-
prove upon the original recipe. The resulting 
dough became the foundation for the bakery’s 
decadent pain au chocolat and variations on 
the basic croissant including a delectable 
almond variety.

Glowing 
guest reviews

Bara and her team’s ongoing efforts to hit 
on just the right formula for their breads and 
pastries are regularly affi rmed with enthu-
siastic praise from Hotel Josef guests. She 
recalls a particularly glowing endorsement: 

“We actually had some French guests staying 
in the hotel tell us that our croissants were 
better than ones theý d had in Paris.”

Though the working hours can be brutal and 
the workload intense, the jobs comes with 
some delicious perks, Bara says. “There is 
nothing quite like our freshly baked croissants 
with homemade apricot preserves.”

Our bakery staff also craft these 
beautiful pastries and cakes just 

for you. Every day different, every 
day fresh. From Josef with love.

EGGS

67.860

BUTTER

2.000
Kilos

FLOUR

2.775
Kilos
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For more information ask your Concierge or visit:
H O T E L J O S E F. C O M / B A K E R Y

Josef head baker 
Bara Kaninová rises 
before sunup to cut 
and fold close to 
100 croissants daily.
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Meet Personal Trainer Lukáš Zaspal
Hotel Josef’s in-house personal trainer Lukáš Zaspal holds numerous professional titles and has earned many accolades: two-time 

Guinness world-record holder, competitive boxer, trainer to world-class Czech and international athletes, Olympic weightlifting coach 

and martial arts specialist to name just a handful. Hotel guests who have the opportunity to train with Lukáš from his “offi ce in the sky” 

– i.e. the hotel’s scenic rooftop gym – can easily see why. As a skilled motivator and expert coach with a passion for helping 

people, his gentle approach to movement has helped hundreds of people achieve their fi tness goals.

Sitting still and 
doing nothing  
is really the hardest 
thing for me.

Sitting still and 
doing nothing  
is really the hardest 
thing for me.

But what Lukáš’s clients probably aren’t 
aware of are the life experiences and personal 
insights that have made him the devoted 
professional –  and great guy –  that he is 
today, a colorful personality with an interesting 
backstory. 

Hotel Josef’s Creative Director Martina 
Hončíková recently chatted with Lukáš about 
his early life and career and what’s next for 
one of the Czech Republic’s top trainers:



AHOJ  PAGE  11

01 

Tell me a little bit about your beginnings. 
Where did you grow up?
 
I grew up in a small village west of Prague. 
My parents had a small farm with all sorts of 
animals and next door my uncle had a herd of 
sheep, a cow and a horse. 

There was always a lot of hard work to be 
done, woodcutting and such. I liked the 
animals and being outdoors but I hated the 
life and wanted to escape. As I got older I 
began to appreciate that work ethic and have 
adopted it in my attitude toward fi tness. You’ve 
got to break the soil, sew the seeds and wait 
to reap the benefi ts.

02 

Czech culture also has strong historical 
associations with an active lifestyle, par-
ticularly its legendary “Sokol” gymnastics 
movement. Did this have an impact on your 
career choice?

It did have a big infl uence. Growing up in a 
village I went to a small school and had great 

teachers who kept this tradition alive. Sokol is 
about incorporating movement into your life, 
developing your body as well as your brain, 
and believing that a good spirit thrives in a 
healthy body.

03 

So in a way you were kind of born to work in 
the fi tness industry?

I didn’t always think that, not at fi rst. I excel-
led at sports but for me “fi tness” had some 
really bad associations. People thought I’d 
be a lawyer! I even applied for law school but 
never attended. Instead I studied physical 
education and sport coaching. During those 
years I remember friends always coming to 
me for advice. I seemed to have had somet-
hing in me that made them want to ask. 
[Naturally] teaching beckoned and I followed 
that path. 

When I went to London to learn English and 
work as a private trainer, I had a masters 
degree and possibly better coaching expe-
rience then most of the young trainers who 
worked beside me. But I soon realized my 
proper education had only just started.

04 

You had some rather interesting experien-
ces in London.

I appeared on the 5 O’Clock Show on Channel 4 
as a trainer and exercise adviser, getting 
some high-profi le types and ordinary folks 
into shape on air. That led to meeting the 
people who made the Guinness World Record 
titles possible. I remember getting recognized 
on the street a lot by teenage girls who watch 
TV at 5 p.m.! I was also part of an art installa-
tion, Martin Creed’s Work No. 850, at the Tate 
Britain.

05 

Running through a world-famous art gallery 
must’ve been surreal. How did you land a gig 
like that?

I had to audition with hundreds of other run-
ners. Those of us that got the job had to sprint 
through the 100-meter-long main hall as fast 
we could every 30 seconds. People visiting 
the museum didn’t know what was going on. 
The guards kept having to explain the concept 
to them. It was an incredible experience but 

physically very demanding. I got injured and 
eventually just very burned out from working 
in London in general.

06

What have been some other professional 
highlights of your career so far?

The biggest part of my career has been 
devoted to boxing, although I’ve competed in 
karate and Olympic weightlifting in the mas-
ters category. Currently I’m training a Czech 
professional boxer who is a world-champion 
contender, he’s got an upcoming title fi ght.

07

As someone who travels a lot what are your 
favorite destinations and how do you main-
tain a healthy lifestyle while on traveling?

I picked up surfi ng in New Zealand where I 
lived for a year, just recovering from the time 
spent in London. I love Latin and Central 
America, too. I’ve spent 6-7 weeks surfi ng in a 
little fi shing village in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 
and I’ve been to Nicaragua as well. 

Always on the run, never missing an opportunity to stay fi t. 
Even on his way to work.
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I try to learn something or keep active whene-
ver I’m on holiday. I also do a lot of skiing and 
snowboarding in the Czech mountains.

08

How do you motivate people who, unlike you, 
don’t want to work out during their holiday?

Most of our clients here in the hotel already 
have a routine they want to keep, but others 
are actually excited about starting a new one 
because they fi nally have time to exercise. 
So I don’t necessarily have to push them 
much, just offer tips for how to start building 
a life around fi tness and nutrition. In many 
cases, people just have the wrong goals and I 
redirect their thinking.

09

Why is the service you provide to Hotel Josef 
guests so unique?

In a short time I can see exactly what people 
need and they can actually leave with my 
approach, which is habit-based, and acquire 
the skills to help them continue. 

And I can provide online coaching, sample 
exercises, whatever they need to keep those 
goals and habits going. But I think the most 
important thing is the connection that deve-
lops between a person and his or her trainer.

10

What Prague itinerary would you recom-
mend to visitors seeking an active holiday in 
the Czech capital?

Prague is a great city for running or even just 
walking, you can get anywhere on foot. You’ve 
got to get up early in the morning to see stuff 
you wouldn’t normally see as a typical tourist. 
And often in the summer you’ll stumble onto 
free activities like open-air yoga. I like Strom-

ovka Park which is just beautiful. Letná Park 
is nice for runners, too.

11

What do you do when you’re not 
whipping people into shape?

I like to read. I also play the harmonica and 
ukulele. But even when I’m relaxing I enjoy 
movement, sitting still and doing nothing is 
really the hardest thing for me.

12

What are the most satisfying 
aspects of your work and what are the 
biggest challenges?

I look forward to my work. My clients are my 
friends and it’s very relaxed and there is this 
special energy that fl ows. People are grateful 
for my knowledge and that is really rewarding 

so I’m happy to do what I do. I wish I could 
devote more time to them, give them more. 
I struggle to keep sessions short because I 
want the guests to be able to take something 
away with them.

13   

Who are some of your own infl uences and 
personal heroes – people who’ve inspired 
and helped you along the way?

I respect my mom and dad for their attitude 
toward life. My heroes and idols are mostly 
my good friends and, in the past, my boxing 
coach Colin Lake and weightlifting coach 
Giles Greenwood were big infl uences.

14 

Lastly, name some of your guilty pleasures: 
I always enjoy good wine and baked goods. 
Especially croissants.

1100 CZK (APPROX. 42 EUR*)60 MIN

BOXING TRAINING
Lukáš is a boxing professional at a national level. 
With great competence and experience he can teach 
you the sport while demonstrating how to improve your 
condition and fi tness levels with boxing. His unique 
combination of boxing and martial arts differs from 
conventional fi t-box classes. Focus on a moving target 
and build stamina and confi dence.

30 MIN

3D HIGH INTENSITY
Need to squeeze a workout into a busy schedule? 
This program lets you stay active even when crunched 
for time. After an initial analysis, which also acts as a 
warm-up, you will be guided through exercises using 
just your own body weight and small dumbbells. Work 
on stamina, endurance and mobility, and continue 
practicing the exercises developed with Lukáš when 
training at home.

750 CZK (APPROX. 29 EUR*)

60 MIN

CLASSIC 121
Stands for 1 to 1, a private lesson between coach and 
athlete. After an analysis, Lukáš will work with you to 
develop a customized training plan that works primarily 
with your own body weight. In addition, weights, kettle 
bells and other tools can be used to achieve your fi tness 
goals. Ensure good habits built to last: Continue the 
program that you developed in Prague with Lukáš when 
you return home.

1200 CZK (APPROX. 46 EUR*)

45 MIN

BODY BALANCE 
SESSION
Are you travel weary, burnt out from meetings or 
recovering from the previous day’s intense training 
session? Restore your energy: Lukáš will show you 
how to move freely and safely using effective stretching 
and mobility exercises. Finish the session with guided 
stretching and massage to help you relax for the 
remainder of the day.

900 CZK (APPROX. 35 EUR*)

Meet Personal Trainer Lukáš Zaspal For more information ask your Concierge or visit:
H O T E L J O S E F. C O M / P E R S O N A L - T R A I N I N G

Book a session with Lukáš 
for undivided attention 
and useful professional 
tips on achieving and 
maintaining a healthier 
lifestyle.

* Please note that prices in EUR 
   may slightly vary depending on the current exchange rate. 
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From the boutiques of London and Paris to the steel-and-glass stair-

case in the Josef lobby, renowned Czech architect Eva Jiřična’s ether-

eal designs have graced the world.

In Prague, a new exhibit will commemorate the design icon’s 80th 

birthday with a showcase of her fi nest projects, many of them consi-

dered sculptural works of art. We spoke to Ms. Jiřičná in advance of 

the upcoming retrospective:

With an upcoming retrospective devoted to your career, can you say 

which piece you value the most?

This is indeed a hard question. Each project has its pluses and minu-

ses, and it’s hard to compare. I like to remember projects which in-

cluded good cooperation with team members — from those who cared 

about the cleanliness on site to those who worked in all weather con-

ditions to put the building together, plus those who were leading the 

entire process.

The Josef project must’ve been memorable for its location in an an-

cient building and quarter. How long did it take your original vision 

to become a reality, especially with the challenge of preservation?

The road to the result that you see on Rybná Street today [once the 

site of a 13th-century fi sh market] didn’t take months, but years. We 

were asked to create the outer appearance of the hotel fi rst, which 

wasn’t possible because without knowing what the interior is like, you 

can’t work on the external appearance. 

How did you tackle this unique set of circumstances?

First we designed a model room and then the project really began to 

take off following that.

How should a hotel or a hotel room make visitors feel? 

Coziness, a lot of light, comfortable beds, - and bright colours. I my-

self always feel depressed when I must look at bad art in hotels, so 

when designing Hotel Josef we offered visitors a view of the city in-

stead.

When it comes to interiors that make you personally feel comfort-

able, do you have any special desires? 

I myself don’t need much — clean and pleasant proportions of white 

walls, light, and some colours. Nature, to which so many artists turn 

to, is full of bright colours.

That’s right, you once said ‘everything has already been invented by 

nature.’ Did you seek inspiration from nature when creating Hotel 

Josef?

Nature inspires me all the time and in everything, including the crea-

tion of Hotel Josef; and not only in the form of the butterfl ies which 

you can see in the lobby but also in the choice of natural materials in 

combination with glass, such as the stone clad bathrooms.

You’ve carried out countless stunning projects and received a great 

number of accolades. Do you still have an architectural dream that 

you would like to come true? 

You always have to dream. If you don’t, you should stop working. My 

dream is to improve tomorrow what I did today.

That said, if you weren’t an architect, what is it you would like to do?

I always wanted to study chemistry. Perhaps I’d choose this fi eld or 

something else which is benefi cial to people.

H E A R T  O F  G L A S S  A N D  S T E E L : 

E V A  J I Ř I Č N Á ’ S  B O L D  V I S I O N

Eva Jiřičná

JIŘIČNÁ 
A retrospective exhibition

until August 12, 2019

DOX Centre for Contemporary Art

Poupetova 793/1, Prague 7

www.dox.cz

Eva Jiřičná, Architect of Hotel Josef
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Josef Loves

This butcher counter, which sells organic beef and pork sausages from Czech breeds, is a 
big favorite with locals including our food and beverage manager Filip Trousil. The shop 
is located just a short walk from the hotel in the Dlouhá Gourmet Passage which houses a 
tasty collection of eateries serving everything from sushi to traditional Czech open-face 
sandwiches.

If you are lucky enough to fi nd a seat at one of the butchery’s small, typically packed tables, 
Filip recommends grabbing a párek (the Czech version of a hot dog) and a pint of beer or trying 
their famous burger, meatloaf sandwich, pastrami, or beef tartare.

Serious meat lovers swill want to reserve a spot at the regular “butcher’s table”, a sit-down 
evening meal that takes place right inside the tiny shop every Monday and Wednesday and is 
served by the butcher’s themselves. Guests can look forward to roasted bone marrow, steak 
tartare, and other delicacies. Filip ś advice? Come hungry!

All You Need Is Love.
Of Meat.

NAŠE MASO

Dlouhá 39
110 00 Prague 1

Opening hours in the butchery
Mon – Sat  08:30-22:00

Opening hours Passage
Mon – Fri  10:00-20:00
Sat  10:00-18:00

For more information ask your Concierge or visit:
W W W . H O T E L J O S E F. C O M / J O S E F - L O V E S

For serious meat afi cionados, 
the master butcher prepares a 
special dinner every Monday 
and Wednesday. Don't forget 

to book in advance!

Filip Trousil, 
Restaurant Manager 
at Hotel Josef

Freshly mixed beef tartare
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Hotel Information

Guests who prefer to work 
out in private can request 
an in-room fi tness set at 
reception.

FITNESS 
CENTER

MASSAGE

Our fi tness center is open 
for you from 6:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.

There´s no better way to take 
care of your heart, body and 
soul than with a stress-reducing 
massage. Zensation full-
body massage will make your 
heart sparkle. Please contact 
Concierge for an appointment.

SERVICEWELLNESS

FORGOT 
SOMETHING?

IRONS 
AND IRONING 
BOARDS

QUIET 
SPACE

LAUNDRY 
SERVICE

LOW 
BATTERY?

TESLA
E-CHARGER

WE LOVE
DOGS

We have shaving kits, 
toothpastes, toothbrushes and 
other toiletries. Just contact 
the front desk team.

Please, contact us if you would 
like to use an iron and ironing 
board.

If you need a room for business 
purposes, you can book one 
of our meeting rooms, upon 
availability.

Please fi ll in the form in your 
room and place your clothes 
in the provided laundry bag. 
Contact the front desk to pick it 
up from your room before 9 a.m. 
and it will be returned the same 
day after 7 p.m.

We can charge most mobile 
phones and tablets at reception; 
we can also lend you our 
chargers upon availability.

If you own a Tesla or other 
electric vehicle you can 
conveniently recharge your car 
in the stations installed in our 

underground parking garage.

Bring your best buddy with you! 
Our stylish, custom-made water 
bowls by Karter also contain 
delicious hand-made dog treats 
that are a hit with furry friends.
www. kar-ter.com

SAUNA
IN-ROOM 
FITNESS SET

Our sauna is open every day for 
the guests upon request. 
Please, let the front desk team 
know one hour advance.

DEPARTURE

EARLY BIRD 
BREAKFAST
If you leave early in the morning, we will be happy to 
arrange a breakfast-to-go package. Kindly contact reception 
before 9 p.m. the night before to order.

BAR

Enjoy coffee and a selection of 
beverages throughout the day, and 
delicious drinks from the cocktail 
menu in the evening.

RECOMMENDATIONS

STAY CONNECTED

CONCIERGE 
SERVICES

FREE WI-FI

Our concierge and front 
desk staff are happy to 
recommend restaurants, and 
make reservations for cultural 
events, organize transfers and 
sightseeing trips and assist you 
with any other requests.

All the rooms and public areas 
are provided with high-speed 
Wi-Fi access free of charge. 
Password: 2002hotelJOSEF

JOIN US EVERY TUESDAY 
AND FRIDAY AT 7:30 A.M. 
FOR A RUN THROUGH THE 
STILL-SLEEPING CITY. 
PLEASE CONTACT 
RECEPTION IN ADVANCE 
TO BOOK.

Here we have compiled some useful information 
you might need during your stay. If you can´t fi nd what you 
need here, don´t be afraid to ask at reception! 
We love talking to our guests.
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Prague Event Calendar I
UNTIL AUGUST 12,  2019
 DOX CENTRE 
 FOR CONTEMPORARY ART 

JIŘIČNÁ
Celebrating Eva Jiřičná’s eightieth birthday, 
a retrospective exhibition of the work of the 
world-renowned Czech architect is held at the 
DOX Centre, featuring work spanning her entire 
professional career. Unique opportunity to see 
the complete work of the author of Hotel Josef! 

FEBRUARY 5 – JUNE 2,  2019
 MUSEUM KAMPA 

VLADIMIR 
KOPECKY: CLASH 
OF COLOURS
The remarkable painter and glass-artist, 
Vladimír Kopecký began his career as an 
artist in the 1950s contributing to the pheno-
menal success of the Czechoslovak pavilion 
at EXPO 58 in Brussels. In the subsequent 
years, he carried out lots of works including 
independent pieces of art, being represented 
in prestigious Czech and foreign public and 
private collections.

MARCH 30  –  APRIL 30,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

MLADÍ LADÍ 
JAZZ: YOUNG 
TUNE JAZZ 
INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL
For the 10th consecutive year, Mladí Ladí Jazz 
International Festival will be making rounds 
with a fresh breeze of musicians and formati-
ons bravely opening the frontiers of jazz music 
to a whole new array of genres. The festival 
will kick off on the 30th of March in Archa 
Theatre with a performance by the phenome-
nal Andreya Triana. 

APRIL 19 – JULY 28,  2019
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 WALLENSTEIN RIDING SCHOOL 

JOSEF ŠÍMA: 
A ROAD TO THE 
GREAT GAME
The exhibition seeks to present Josef Šíma’s 
early work from his beginnings in Brno to 
his encounter with the poets of the remar-
kable French group Le Grand Jeu and show 
to what extent his involvement in this ad-
venture was one of the key impulses for his 
work. In the brief period of 1929–1931, Šíma 
became the chief artist of the group and the 
other members–poets were busy interpre-
ting his artworks. 

APRIL,  JUNE, OCTOBER 
 NATIONAL THEATRE  

SWAN LAKE  – 
SPECIAL 
PERFORMANCE
Swan Lake is the cornerstone of the ballet 
world – eternal challenge, pure beauty. 
The Czech National Ballet is the fi rst compa-
ny outside Germany that obtained the right 
to present this great work choreographed by 
John Cranko and accompanied with a new set 
and costume design by Josef Jelinek.

UNTIL DECEMBER 1,  2019
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 SALM PALACE 

SALM MODERN #1 
MOŽNOSTI 
DIALOGU / 
DIMENSIONS 
OF DIALOGUE / 
MÖGLICHKEITEN 
DES DIALOGS
The exhibition assembles a selection of 
works from the Schenkung Sammlung Hoff-
mann of the Staatliche Kunstsammlungen 
Dresden and selected works of contem-
porary Czech artists from the collections 
of the National Gallery Prague and private 
collections. Featured artists include Nobuy-
oshi Araki, Marina Abramović, Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, Hans Bellmer, Madeleine Berkhe-
mer, Christian Boltanski, Monica Bonvicini, 
Günter Brus, Jake & Dinos Chapman, Keith 
Haring and many others.

APRIL 22 – 24,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

ART WEEK
Leading Prague galleries and art instituti-
ons participate in this exceptional event. Its 
programme features guided tours, lectures, 
debates and workshops. Amongst partici-
pants are the National Gallery Prague, the 
Museum of Decorative Arts, the Rudolfi num 
Gallery, Meet Factory and many others.

APRIL 25 – AUGUST 11,  2019
 GALERIE RUDOLFINUM 

A COOL BREEZE
A Cool Breeze is a multilayered exhibition 
on a single subject – contemporary fi gura-
tive sculpture – broadly dealing with new 
possibilities of fi gural representation in con-
temporary art in the body of work of several 
international artists, including Anthony 
Gormley, Stella Hamberg, Georg Herold and 
others.

APRIL 26 – 28,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

PRAGUE 2019 
GALLERY WEEKEND
Gallery Weekend Prague 2019 aims to en-
lighten the visitors about what’s going on in 
Prague galleries. The accompanying pro-
gramme includes meetings with artists and 
curators, or guided tours.

MAY 7,  2019
 O2 ARENA 

ELTON JOHN 
The ultimate pop icon performing as part of his 
last three-year-long “Farewell Yellow Brick Road” 
grand tour. Elton’s new stage production brings 
an unprecedented musical and visual spectacle, 
showcasing his fi fty-year career, full of hits.

MAY 12 – JUNE 4,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

PRAGUE SPRING 
INTERNATIONAL 
MUSIC FESTIVAL
In 2019, Prague Spring will offer dozens of con-
certs that will excite lovers of the big orchestral 
sound, admirers of chamber music, contempo-
rary music fans, and those who enjoy following 
the latest trends in the informed interpretation 
of the music of past eras. The 74th edition of the 
festival will traditionally open with Smetana’s 
“My Country“ which will be performed by the 
Bamberg Symphony, conducted by Jakub Hrůša. 

MAY 12,  2019  4P. M.
 KAMPA ISLAND PARK 

PRAGUE SPRING 
2019: OPENING 
CONCERT ON KAMPA 
ISLAND
Now a traditional festival venue, Kampa Park is 
a great place to watch the opening concert of 
the Prague Spring 2019. The festival’s varied ac-
companying programme kicks off at 4 p.m. You 
can also buy tasty picnic food right on site. The 
programme culminates in a live broadcast of 
the opening concert on a large outdoor screen.

UNTIL SEPTEMBER 8,  2019
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 TRADE FAIR PALACE 

400 ASA: 
PHOTOGRAPHY
Seven Czech photographers from the asso-
ciation ASA 400 share the realism with which 
they view the world and capture its variability.

MAY 17 – SEPTEMBER 16,  2019
 PRAGUE CASTLE  
 RIDING SCHOOL 

IMPRESSIONISM 
FROM DAWN TILL 
DUSK: SLOVENIAN 
ART 1870 – 1930
After several decades, the City of Prague will 
once again host a large-scale exhibition on Slove-
nian Impressionism and other styles that defi ned 
Slovenian cultural space between 1870 and 1930.

MAY 21,  2019
 TIPSPORT ARENA 

GEORGE EZRA
Introducing his second studio album 
Staying at Tamara‘s as well as his older hits.

UNTIL SEPTEMBER 15,  2019
 MUSEUM OF DECORATIVE ARTS 

THE MAD SILKMAN: 
ZIKA & LIDA ASCHER
The incredible story of Zika and Lída Ascher 
who left Czechoslovakia before the devasta-
tion of WWII and built a textile empire in the 
United Kingdom which supplied fabrics to the 
icons of the international fashion industry.

MAY 24,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

NIGHT OF 
CHURCHES
Night-time pilgrims will have an unprecedented 
experience, and free of charge. Visitors can 
already choose from a wide range of pro-
gramme activities. Use this rare opportunity to 
explore towers, vestries, chapels and cloisters.

JUNE 3 – 26,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

FESTIVAL OF 
CONTEMPORARY 
DANCE AND 
MOVEMENT 
THEATRE TANEC 
PRAHA 2019
The 31st edition of the international festival of 
contemporary dance and movement theatre will 
take place in Prague. The aim of the festival is to 
present the diversity and quality of the contem-
porary foreign and domestic dance scene, give 
space for experimentation and support co-pro-
ductions as well as creation of new works.
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Prague Event Calendar II
MAY 24 – JUNE 1,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

PRAGUE FRINGE 
2019
A heady mix of theatre, comedy, music, dance, 
storytelling and good times (in English) at ve-
nues across Lesser Town – the annual Fringe 
Festival extravaganza is an experience you 
will never forget. Prague Fringe is a nine-day 
performance festival showcasing the work of 
hundreds of artists from all over the globe in 
a variety of traditional, and some not-so-tra-
ditional venues in Prague’s historical centre.

MAY 26,  2019  4P. M.
 PRAGUE LETŇANY AIRPORT 

MUSE
Widely recognized as one of the best live bands 
in the world, Muse have won numerous mu-
sic awards including two Grammy Awards, an 
American Music Award, fi ve MTV Europe Music 
Awards, two Brit Awards, ten NME Awards 
and seven Q Awards, amongst others. Now 
they are fi nally brining their show to Prague!

UNTIL OCTOBER 6,  2019
 JEWISH MUSEUM 
 ROBERT GUTTMANN GALLERY 

JAROSLAV RÓNA: 
DRAWINGS FROM 
ELSEWHERE
Jaroslav Róna is probably best known as the 
author of the highly acclaimed Franz Kafka 
memorial in the Old Town. In the 1980s, he was 
one of the founders of the art group Tvrdohlaví, 
or The Stubborn. The exhibition presents the 
artist’s drawings from 2012-2018.

JUNE 5,  2019  8P. M.
 FORUM KARLÍN 

BRYAN FERRY
Emblematic pop singer Bryan Ferry, who has 
infl uenced generations with his music, is 
coming to Prague. Ferry´s set list draws on 
material from his whole career, including clas-
sics from Roxy Music like “Avalon“ and “Jea-
lous Guy“, as well as much-loved solo hits like 
“Slave“ to Love and “Don’t Stop The Dance.“ 

JUNE 6 – 16,  2019
 PRAGUE EXHIBITION GROUNDS 

PRAGUE 
QUADRENNIAL 2019
Every four years the Prague Quadrennial show-
cases the best of international Performance 
Design, Scenography and Theatre Architecture. 
The 2019 edition‘s theme is “The Golden Triga“, 
a metaphor for the three stages of human life, 
from youth, to adulthood to the age of wisdom

JUNE 8,  2019  7P. M. – 1A.M.
 VARIOUS VENUES 

PRAGUE 
MUSEUM NIGHT
Museums and cultural institutions in Pra-
gue will open their doors to visitors at an 
unusual time: at night, after hours. 
This extraordinary event, which is visited 
by more than 100,000 people every year, 
presents a unique opportunity to explore the 
cultural treasures of the Czech capital in a 
completely different ambiance. Transporta-
tion and entrance is free for everyone.

JUNE 15 – 16,  2019
 PRAGUE CASTLE GARDENS 

MINI-BREWERY 
FESTIVAL AT 
PRAGUE CASTLE
Come and enjoy a very special beer festival 
organised by the Czech-Moravian Union of 
Minibreweries. Beers from all Czech and 
Moravian regions await you in the stunning 
surrounds of Prague Castle.

JUNE 25,  2019   8P. M.
 O2 ARENA 

PHIL COLLINS
One of the greatest British musicians is 
back performing and returning to Europe! 
“I thought I would retire quietly“, says Phil 
of his return, “But thanks to the fans, my 
family and support from some extraordinary 
artists I have rediscovered my passion for 
music and performing. It‘s time to do it all 
again and I‘m excited. It just feels right.“ 
And we are happy that Phil decided to inclu-
de Prague on his tour.

JUNE 28 – OCTOBER 10,  2019
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 KINSKY PALACE 

FRENCH 
IMPRESSIONISM: 
MASTERPIECES 
FROM THE 
ORDRUPGAARD 
COLLECTION
“Monet is nothing but an eye, but what an 
eye.“ That is how Paul Cézanne appreciated 
his colleague Claude Monet, who sought to 
capture an immediate impression in a given 
moment in his paintings. 

Artworks full of light and colours will be 
shown at an exhibition, which will present 
a unique collection of French art from the 
Ordrupgaard Museum in Denmark.

JULY 13 – 14.  2019
 STŘELECKÝ ISLAND 

PRAGUE PICNIC
The third edition of the street food festival in 
the heart of Prague. Come, take a picnic basket, 
explore the stands, pick your favourite food 
and chill.

JULY 16,  -  17 2019  4P. M.
 EDEN ARENA 

RAMMSTEIN
Ten years since their last album, Rammstein 
are at it again. New album, fi rst ever stadium 
tour, these two evenings are going to rock 
Prague!

JULY 19 – DECEMBER 1,  2019
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 TRADE FAIR PALACE 

ALBERTO 
GIACOMETTI
The retrospective exhibition will present one 
of the most renowned artists of the 20th 
century, Alberto Giacometti (1901-1966) for 
the fi rst time in the Czech Republic. His 
distinctive elongated fi gures, which started to 
appear in 1947 with L’Homme au doigt, are an 
instantly recognisable icon of modern art.

AUGUST 30,  2019 – JANUARY 5,  2020
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 TRADE FAIR PALACE 

MILAN GRYGAR
Painter Milan Grygar (b. 1926) discovered in 
acoustic drawing a link between the optical 
and the acoustic, making acoustic drawing 
part of intermedia art. He will present his 
major artworks in his own installation in the 
Large Hall of the Trade Fair Palace.

SEPTEMBER 8,  2019
 O2 ARENA 

ARIANA GRANDE
With her powerful voice and extraordinary 
vocal range, Ariana Grande is considered one 
of the most successful pop artists of today. 
Finally, she stops in Prague with her Sweete-
ner World Tour.

SEPTEMBER 8,  2019
 ROYAL GARDENS  

WINE FESTIVAL AT 
PRAGUE CASTLE
In the majestic surroundings of Prague Castle, 
you will have a chance to become familiar with 
selected wines, Moravian stum, fresh grape 
juice and to taste the best of Czech regional food 
brands and farmers.

OCTOBER 4 – 12,  2019
 VARIOUS VENUES 

4+4 DAYS IN MOTION
The International festival of contemporary art 
4+4 Days in Motion offers currents –  interesting, 
provocative projects combining different genres 
– dance and theatre peformances, exhibitions, au-
dio-visual projects, discussions and guided tours.

OCTOBER 17 – 21,  2019
 PRAGUE EXHIBITION GROUNDS 

DESIGNBLOK 2019
Designblok, Prague Design and Fashion Week is 
the largest presentation of selected international 
design and fashion in Central Europe. The history 
of the festival started in 1999 and showcases the 
best of product, graphic and fashion design.

NOVEMBER 2,  2019 – JANUARY 5,  2020
 PRAGUE CASTLE RIDING SCHOOL 

MICHAEL RITTSTEIN: 
IN WAVES
Celebrating his 70th birthday with a large 
retrospective of his work, Michael Rittstein 
is one of the most prominent Czech painters 
of the middle generation. His work was also 
featured in Hotel Josef!

PERMANENT EXHIBITION
 NATIONAL GALLERY PRAGUE 

 TRADE FAIR PALACE 

1918 - 1938: FIRST 
CZECHOSLOVAK 
REPUBLIC
The permanent exhibition on the third fl oor 
of the Trade Fair Palace was created for the 
100th anniversary of the founding of Czechos-
lovakia. The new exhibition of the National 
Gallery’s collections presents rich artistic 
activities of the young state in 1918–1938. 
Besides the paintings by prominent Czech, 
Slovak, Czech-German and Carpathian-Rus-
sian artists are also shown the artworks from 
the National Gallery’s French collection.

PERMANENT EXHIBITION
 NATIONA GALLERY PRAGUE 

 TRADE FAIR PALACE 

1930 - PRESENT: 
CZECH MODERN ART
An exceptional way to get acquainted with the 
best of the Czech modern art in one place. Czech 
art produced after 1930 includes works by Fran-
tišek Muzika, Josef Šíma, Jindřich Štyrský, Toyen, 
Zdeněk Sklenář, Jan Kotík and Václav Bartovský. 
Furthermore, the permanent collection also 
explores artistic movements from the 1960s up 
to the present: Art Informel, Action Art, New 
Sensitivity and postmodern art.

For more information ask your Concierge or visit:
H O T E L J O S E F. C O M / E V E N T S
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